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City of Fairhope 
Board of Adjustments Agenda 

5:00 PM 
Council Chambers 

April 21, 2025 

1. Call to Order 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Approval of Minutes 

• February 17, 2025 

Consideration of Agenda Items 

A. BOA 24.11 Public hearing to consider the request of the 
Owner, Jason LaSource, for a 20' front setback variance, a variance for 
an accessory structure 10.5' forward of rear building line and a 5' side 
setback variance on property zoned R-2 Medium Density Single-Family 
Residential District. The property is located at 50 Fels Avenue. The 
property is approximately 0.22 acres. PPIN#: 14503 

Old/New Business 

Adjourn 



February 17, 2025 
Board of Adjustments Minutes 

 1 

The Board of Adjustments met Monday, February 17, 2025, at 5:00 PM at the City Municipal 
Complex, 161 N. Section Street in the Council Chambers. 
 
Present: Anil Vira, Chair; Cathy Slagle, Vice-Chair; Ryan Baker; Frank Lamia; Bryan Flowers; 
Hunter Simmons, Planning and Zoning Director; Mike Jeffries, Development Services Manager 
and Cindy Beaudreau, Planning Clerk. 
 
Absent: Donna Cook 
 
Chairman Vira called the meeting to order at 5:02 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Ryan Baker made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 23, 2025, meeting. 
 
Frank Lamia seconded the motion and the motion carried with the following vote: 
 
Aye: Anil Vira, Cathy Slagle, Ryan Baker, Frank Lamia and Bryan Flowers 
Nay: None. 
 
BOA 24.11 Public hearing to consider the request of the Owner, Jason LaSource, for a 15’ front 
setback variance, a variance for an accessory structure 10.5’ forward of rear building line and a 5’ 
side setback variance on property zoned R-2 Medium Density Single-Family Residential District. 
The property is located at 50 Fels Avenue. The property is approximately 0.22 acres. PPIN#: 
14503 
 
Mike Jeffries, Development Services Manager, presented the request of the Owner, Jason 
LaSource, for a 15’ front setback variance, a variance for an accessory structure 10.5’ forward of 
rear building line and a 5’ side setback variance on property zoned R-2 Medium Density Single-
Family Residential District.  Mr. Jeffries shared the aerial and zoning maps. 
 
Jason LaSource, applicant, stated that the home needs an 8’ front porch, the new plan suits their 
needs and aligns with the neighbor. Hunter Simmons, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that 
Mr. LaSource’s home and his neighbor’s home are different zoning. Mr. LaSource continued that 
the footprint decides the design based on variance and notes the setbacks on surrounding homes. 
 
Chairman Vira asked how many feet the current house is from the property line. Mr. Jeffries stated 
it is 20’.  
 
Cathy Slagle asked if the front porch was removed, would staff approve the variances. Mr. Jeffries 
stated yes. 
 
Mr. Simmons stated that staff received a new site plan on the Friday prior to the meeting after the 
applicant having the staff report for a month. 
 
Ms. Slagle asked if other trees would qualify for heritage trees. Mr. Jeffries answered yes. 
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Chairman Vira asked for confirmation that staff does not have an updated site plan. Mr. Simmons 
stated no, but the request is within approximately 2’ of recommendation and would need to be 
conditioned on a site plan. 
 
Chairman Vira asked if the house could be extended. Mr. Simmons stated no, because the house 
is non-conforming. 
 
Mr. LaSource asked if his request could be tabled. 
 
Motion: 
Cathy Slagle made a motion to table BOA 24.11 at the request of the applicant. 
 
Ryan Baker seconded the motion and the motion carried with the following vote: 
 
Aye: Anil Vira, Cathy Slagle, Ryan Baker, Frank Lamia and Bryan Flowers 
Nay: None. 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Cathy Slagle made a motion to adjourn. 
 
The motion carried unanimously with the following vote: 
 
Aye: Anil Vira, Cathy Slagle, Ryan Baker, Frank Lamia and Bryan Flowers 
Nay: None. 
 
Adjourned at 5:44p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________    ________________________ 
Anil Vira, Chairman Cindy Beaudreau, Secretary 
 



:Michelle Melton

April 21, 2025

City of Fairhope 
Board of Adjustments 

BOA 24.11 - 50 Fels Avenue 

Proiect Name: 

SO Feb A.,,cnuc 

Site Data: 

0.22 acres 

Project T);'.ee: 

,·' \ 
, .. 

Setback variances of 5 and 15 feet 

Jurisdiction: 

Fairhope Planning Jurisdiction 

Zoning_ District: 

R-2 Medium Density Single-Family Residential 

District 

PPIN Number: 

14503 
f-

General location: 

Freedom Street and Fels Avenue 

Surve);'.or ol Record: 

N/A 

Enaineer of Record: 

N/A 

Owner L Develoe_er: 

Jason LaSource 

School District: 

Fairhope Elementary School 

Fairhope Middle and High Schools 

Recommendation: 

Approved w/ Conditions 

Preeared b~: 
Name 

-- Road 

~ Parcel 

Zoning District 

- B-1 

B-2 

B-3a 

B-3b 

R- 2 

R-4 

z 



CITY OF FAIRHOPE 
P.O. Box 429 

Fairhope, AL 36533 
(251) 928-8003 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS (BOA) APPLICATION 

Authority_: The City of Fairhope is authorized under the Code of Alabama 1975 to 
create and establish a Board of Adjustment whose duties are quasi-judicial. 

Public Notice: All BOA applications are required by State Law to give notice in both 
the newspaper and to all real property ov.:ners with 300 feet of the proposed change. 
The cost of this notice is paid by the applicant. All notice charges are paid at the 
time of application submission. 

The BOA must conduct public hearings in conjunction with all applications. At the 
time of the BOA meeting all interested persons will be given the opportunity to 
speak either pro or con for the proposal. 

BOA Functions: The BOA performs several functions: 1) hear and decides appeals 
from a decision made by an administrative official of the City of Fairhope; 2) hear 
and decide on granting special exceptions as permitted in the Zoning Ordinance, 
and; 3) authorize on appeal in specific cases variances to the regulations established 
in the Zoning Ordinance. 

Decision and Voting. The BOA is a 5 member Board. The Board will conduct a 
public hearing and consider the request of the applicant. The Board has three (3) 
options: 1) approve the request; 2) deny the request; table the request. 

Approval of the request requires 4 of the 5 members of the BOA to vote in favor. A 
simple majority does not pass. 

BOA Application Submission.; The BOA application must be complete. An 
application is not considered complete unless all required documents are provided 
at the time of submission. An incomplete application may not be accepted by staff. 

Deadlines: . The City of Fairhope wishes to expedite the BOA process in_ the .best and 
most effective manner possible. To that end, it is important that deadline times and 
~ates are adhered to by the applicant (ref er to the attached schedule for dates and 
times) 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS (BOA) FLOW CHART 

Consultation with Staff 

BOA Application 
Submittal 

Staff Review of 
Submission 

BOA Consideration of 
Application 

Appeal must be filed at 
Circuit Court and notice 
given to BOA of appeal 

within 15 days of Hearing 

- Completed Appbcetion 
Sile Plan wilh EXl5llflg 
Condiuons 

- Site Plan with Pr~d 
IAyout 

- MAp of adjacent 
properties with zoning 

- Nnmcs and eddres:,es of 
property owners within 
300 ft. 
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APPLICATION FOR BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 

Application Type: 0 Administrative Appeal D Special faccption Evariance 

erty owner/ Leaseholder Information 
Name:~~=i..-..Jc.::ld....=:i,;r~c..e~.---- Phone Number: ,;2,5/ -319-'/?1a. 
Street 
City: State: L Zip: 

Applicant / Agent Information 
If d11Tcrcnt from above. 

Name: 
Notarized letter from property owner is required if 11.n agent ,s uS<.'CI for reprc9elltallon. 

Phone Number: 
Street Address: 
City: State: 

Site Plan with Existing Conditions Attached: 

Site Plan with Proposed Conditions Attached: 

Variance Request Information Complete: 

Nam.es and Address of all Real Property Owners 
within 300 Feet of Above Described Property Attached: 

Zip: 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Applications for Administrative Appeal or Special Exception: 

Please attach as a separate sheet(s) infonnation regarding the administrative decision made or infonnation 
regarding the use seeking approval. Please feel free to be as specific or as general as you wish in your description. 
This infonnation will be provided to the Board before the actual meeting date. It is to your benefit to explain as 
much as possible your position or proposal. 

I certify that I am the property owner /leaseholder of the above described property _and hereby 
submit this application to the City for review. *If p roperty is owned by Fairhope Smgle T 
Corp. an authorized Single Tax representative shall sign this application. 

~$~n 4 Gouca 
Property Owner /Leaseholder Printed Name 

L,1/Lij~t/ 
Date "IC Fairhop Single Tax Corp. (If Applicable) 

~I'\ b .CeJ}ba.t11dSJ1n, III.. 
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V ARIANca REQUEST INFORMATION 

What characteristics of the pro . Perty prevent / preclud e its developmen t?: 

0 Too Na rrow 0 Elevation □ Soil 

0 Too Small 0 Slope D Subsurface 

D Too Shallow 0 Shape Q Other (specify) 

Describe the indicated conditions: - -Ibws:e~pJ1.tg,Opeµ§.lrty.L)'..JbJ.t81:iSL!4t..:IIwae=sum.1.JJ:1J8ckuw:edl,L.J;la_.s.,_bu.iswt0.a.dcJW18ul O.i,0..1...11..thu:af!4p""mi:e'""""::a.ct11\IL-- -

T)W largest bemg a hye oak that is io the middle east or lbe Plot 

How do the above indicated characteristics preclude reasona ble use of your land? 
As sboWD io the 2nd site plan tho existing trees prevent the owners from huj!dfng 2448 SQ tt tootpoot ho[T]f! 
Jbey wo1 aid ask tba11be baaed s11pports ttiaic efforts lo save tbe 4 frees io b1 1ildlog a less than tdeat tlOrne in cvdec +.o do so 

Wha t type of variance are you requesting (be as specific as possible)? 
1.The reauest 1s for a 15' variance on the front Ito be 15' from the front proper1y lioe - even wrth neighbors) 
2 Jbe request ,s to anow the garage to be 1o·s forward of the rear of the house 10 anow tor tbe primacy area to he set 

back from the live oak and the garage to gi)l8 space tar lbe rear trees of the yard 
3.lhe r~uest is for a 5' vanance on the east side to allow tor ttie poplar tree on the west sidi, of the house to stay. 
Hardship {taken from Code of Alabama 1975 Section 11-52-80): 

'To authorize upon appeal in specific ca:,c;s such variance from the term" of the (zoning) ordinance as will not 
be contrary to the pu blic interest, where, owing to specia:1 conditions. a literal enforcement of the pl"OYWoo of 
the (zoning) ordinance will result in u nnecessary hardship a.nd eo that the s pirit or the [zoning) on:lmance 
shall be observed and substantialjusticc done.• 

BOA Fee Calculation : 
Res idential Commercial 

Filing Fee: $100 $500 

Publication: $20 $20 

TOTAL: $ 

I certify that 1 am the property owner / leaseholder of the above described property and hereby 
submit this ap licati.on to the City for review. *If property is owned by Fairhope Single T 
Corp. an au th:rized Single Tax representative shall sign this application . 

~!>or1 y:2cJu,a 
Prope1ty Owner/Leaseholder Printed Name 

1r2.,1t~ /,;J,t/ 
Date > Fairbo s· e Tax Corp. Applicable) 

~be-,t e (£1) Dtturdsan,m 
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CERTIFICATION OF PROPERTY OWNER NOTIFICATION LIST 
As Required by the City of Fairhope 

Hearings on Board of Adjustments & Appeals applications require notification 
to all property owners within 300 feet of the property under consideration for 
the change. This list must be the most current property owners' records 
available from the Baldwin County Reven ue Office. 

By signing below, I ~!?<?"' Lo..~oµre,e , (applicant) do hereby certify that 
the property owner list attached to this application was obtained from the 
Baldwin Coun ty Revenue Office and is a complete list of all real property 
owners/lessees within 300 feet of the parcel submitted for consideration by the 
Board of Adjustments & Appe 

Date or Application 



 
 
 
 

1 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

Summary of Request: 

Applicant/Owner, Jason LaSource, is requesting  three (3) variances. Requested variances are: 15 ft front 

setback variance so that the proposed house will be 20 ft from the property line; a variance to allow the 

accessory structure placed 10.5 ft forward of the rear of the primary structure; and a 5 ft side setback 

variance on east side of principle structure. There are four (4) heritage trees on site (referred to as 

“historical trees” on the submitted plans).  The requested variances are to preserve the root system of 

an 80+ year old live oak, a magnolia, and an existing heritage  poplar tree. The structure and lot are both 

legal and non-conforming. 

 

Figures 1-3: Existing Conditions of house and tree. 



 
 
 
 

2 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

Comments: 
 

Applicant has applied for these variances with various plans since October 2024. The prior 

variance requests and the plans associated with said requests were not entirely supported by 

Staff. At the January 2025 BOA meeting the Board informed Applicant that there needed to be 

substantial changes to the next submitted plans associated with the variance requests. The 

most recent plans dated March 28, 2025, amount to substantial changes including eliminating 

the need for the accessory structure variance. The garage is now attached to the house. 

 

A 5 ft administrative setback variance is supported for the east side setback to preserve the heritage 
poplar tree on the west side and to allow for better protection of the live oak’s root system pursuant to  
Article IV, Section G  below.  

The Planning and Zoning Director may grant a 7’ administrative setback variance to 

protect and/or preserve an existing Heritage Tree.  

The remaining variance request is for the front setback line. Applicant desires a 20 ft front 

setback line whereas R-2 currently requires a 35 front setback line. The variance is to move the 

front of the proposed structure forward to protect a historic live oak tree. 

 

 

 
 

It is the intent of the Applicant to completely tear down the principle and accessory structure 

and rebuild. New structures shall conform to the current Zoning Ordinance unless there is a 

case for a variance based on the following criteria listed in Section C(e)(1).  

 

 

T:ible 3-2: Dime:n~ion T:ibie - Lo :md Prim:iple :S n,,udure-

Dimension Min_ Lot .be:al lfin.. Se-tbad,s M:n.loW lot M:u:_ 
District o.- Allowed Unit s l'IK Lot Width Front Rear Sid• Sina co..-u-~ e by ::11D Jteight 

slnlcDITM II.SI!- Ac.-e {UP.,\) side 
RIA l acres/ - 198' 75' 75' 25' 5 0' non.: .30 J 
R-1 l .S..000 s .f./ - 100' 40' 35, 10' " 2-0 ' 40~~ 30' . 
R-111 40.000 5 .. f./ - P O' 3 01 30 ' lO'lb 2-0 ' 25¾ .3,51J 

R-lb 30 .000 s .f./ - 100' 30' 30' 10' " 2'0' 25¾ 3-513 

R-lc 20 ,000 5 .. f./ - 80' 301 30' l O'ib 2-0 ' 25'1-• 3,51J 

R-! ,rn. r, ,r -'I 1,;.;;;: :;.· · - ~- l ,., ..,[) .'7 Hl jf 

iL Strurnlle may ,ei:ceed lbe building hP_jght pm\ti.ded the lot iliidth is iJJ.cre115i!d by IO fm for ,each ,ad.'dmooal foot in bei~I. 
b. \\'bm a dm'e\\ta)' i ;.m1ne side. i!lld ~ d'.;.past ll!.e ftomoftheprincip.e !.1ructnre-,.1ne side setbil:d; ~ be 15'_ \ •eways shill not be 

i11i.1Din 3 ~ oftlu! side lot line. The lre1r;1,em 1ne side .ot • e ililrll ,dmiev,ray s1wl ]re oll!§e- terl ililrll l".=i.n peF!.'Wlli. 

e_ Cril fYia -
(1) All. applicatii.on for- a ,;,-aria.nee shall be g,-anted ,only ,on e coneurning "\tote-of mm B oa.Td members 

fm~ g that: 
(a) Tb.ere are exflrwrdinary and e :,.:,cept ·001a1 conditions p emtining to-the-particular piec,e ,of properly in 

question b ecause of :iis size, s ape, ,or topography; 
(b), The app. ication ,of the ordinance to this pamcular piece of p.i;opei. 'won d cr-eate an unneces;sar,• 

hardship. .Per.son fma:ncia! hard5bip is not a justification for a variance. 
~c) Such c:o!!ddi.o11:S are p,e,c,uliar to the p arnculM piece ,ofplioperty m¥oh,ed; aE:d, 
(d) Relief, i:f granted, would not cause substmtial defrrimeut to the public: ,good a!!d imp-air the pm-pose 

and in!eut ,of this ,ordin;mce; pro i.,·i ed however, that no ¥ m;mce may be granted for a use of bmd 
oi: bui.ding or sflruotnr e that is proluoirted by lh:is ordmance. 



 
 
 
 

3 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

 

Article VII, Section D(3) reads the following regarding front setbacks for non-conforming lots: 

 

 
 

The direct “adjacent lots” are 24 and 52 Fels Avenue with approximately 15’ and 60’ front 

setbacks, respectively. See below.  

 

 
Article VII, Section D(3) allows relief, under certain conditions, when adjacent structures are 

built closer to the street than current front setbacks allow.  The average front building line of 

the two adjacent properties is 37.5’, so there is no relief allowed under this clause. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

::S. The uu.nunum ft·ont setback reqi.uttd for the distnct (and, on corner lots, the street stde setback) shall not app ly 
to a.ny lot where the avet'age front building line(s) of the adjacent lot(s), is less than the minimum setbacl.: 
required for the district. In such cases, the front building line may be the same as the average front building 
lines(s) of the adjacent lot(s). In no case, shall the front building line be mol'e than 5' less than the minimtw1 
setback requ.ind for the disbi d . 



 
 
 
 

4 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

Figure 4: Proposed Site Plan with Oak and Largest Limbs 
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5 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

The above site plan illustrates the proposed home with an area cut out to protect the tree and 

its roots. Staff and the Board did not support prior plans because those plans did not appear to 

protect the historic live oak tree as much as possible and that there were other options that did 

more to protect the tree and reduce the need for a variance or at least lessen the amount of 

feet in the variance request(s). Exact locations of root systems of all the historic trees will be 

determined post demolition as part of a tree protection plan. Applicant has consulted with 

Chris Francis Tree Service (“Francis”) whereas Francis “verified the tree is healthy” regarding 

the live oak.  

Analysis and Recommendation:  Variance Criteria 

 
(a) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the piece of property in question 
because of its size, shape, or topography. 
 
Response: The City acknowledges a Heritage Tree is worth saving in various sections of local code.   
 
(b) The application of the ordinance to this piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship.  Personal financial hardship is not a justification for a variance. 
 
Response: The application of the Zoning Ordinance does create an unnecessary hardship for 
protection of the 80+ year old live oak tree and the other historic trees because the Tree 
Ordinance protection does not extend to single family residential lots. 
 
(c) Such conditions are peculiar to the piece of property involved; and 
 
Response: A heritage live oak meets the tree preservation criteria of Article IV, Section G, which 
is unique to this piece of property. 
 
(d) Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good and impair the 
purpose and intent of this ordinance; provided however, that no variance may be granted for 
a use of land or building or structure that is prohibited by this ordinance.  
 
Response: Relief will not cause substantial detriment to the public good because tree variances 
have been granted in the past to protect heritage trees.  
 

When a variance is granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment it has the following effect: 
  

Article II.C.3.g.  
  
Effect of Variance - Any variance granted according to this section, and which is not challenged on 
appeal shall run with the land provided that: 
  



 
 
 
 

6 BOA 24.11 50 Fels Avenue (LaSource)  – Front Setback, Accessory Structure, and Side Variances 
 

(1) The variance is acted upon according to the application and subject to any conditions of approval 
within 365 days of the granting of the variance or final decision of appeal, whichever is later; and  

(2) The variance is recorded with the Judge of Probate. 
 
The Board and Staff have worked with the Applicant over the past months to accommodate Applicant’s 
desire to build a new home and protect historic trees on the property; and to satisfy the Zoning 
Ordinance. The revised two-story house plan has been designed to protect the heritage live oak, its root 
system, and its largest limbs as submitted with the plan. The revised plan also aims to preserve three (3) 
other heritage trees on site.  
 

Recommendation: 
 
The following recommendations are specific to the site plan contained herein. If the proposed 
house is not built within the required time limit from this BOA meeting or is ever torn down, then 
these recommendations are null and void and shall not be applicable to any other site plan(s) for 
50 Fels Avenue.  
 

1) Based on the Zoning Ordinance the Planning & Zoning Director supports the 5 ft (east) 
side setback to protect the existing heritage poplar on the west side and the live oak’s 
roots. 

 
2) Staff recommends Approval of a 15’ front setback variance request of the primary 

structure.  
 

3) A tree-protection plan done by a licensed arborist shall be approved as part of the land 
disturbance and building permit applications. 

 



OWNER: SARAH AND JASON LASOURCE 

PROJECT: 50 FELS AVENUE 
FAIRHOPE AL 36532 

BLDG PERMIT: 

HOME DESIGNER: COASTAL CLASSICS HOME DESIGN, LLC 

BUILDER: 

ENGINEERING: 

NOTE: 
Supervision over the actual construction is 
not included, and because of the great 
variance in local building code 
requirements, and other building and 
weather conditions, Coastal Classics 
assumes no responsibility for any damages, 
including structural failures, due to any 
deficiencies, omissions or errors in the 
design, blueprints, or specifications. For soil 
and/or weather conditions (i.e. hurricanes, 
earthquakes, snow etc.) it is recommended 
that you consult a local engineer of your 
choice and check with your local building 
officials prior to start of actual construction. 

Drawings are not permitted to be reused 
without repurchase proof from Coastal 
Classics HD & R 

Contractor shall verify the accuracy of all 
dimensions, ceiling heights, beam and joist 
designations before construction. 
Contractor is to verify plot placement and 
setback requirements, as well as, complying 
with all code requirements and provisions 

SYMBOLS+ KEYS 

ROOM~ 

LIVING ROOM 
10'CLG HDWD 

QG.HT._j L FLOOR MATERIAI. 

i - - - = CATHERAL CEILING 
f PITCH DIRECTION 

for duct layout, heating and air conditioning 
systems and proposed electrical and 
plumbing layouts before beginning 
construction. The contractor shall also 

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING 

ElEVATIO~ 

4 ELEVATION TITLE 
SCALE 1"• 1' 

?AGE# __j 

0 = REVISION CLOUD 

SQUARE FEET: Label 
1 
2 

FLOOR 1 SQ FT H/C: 1904 3 
4 

FLOOR 2 SQ FT H/C: 1133 5 
6 

TOTAL H/C SQ FT: 3037 7 
S-1 

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 3518 
S-2 
S-3 
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S-6 
S-7 
S-8 

PAGE TABLE 
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SITE PLAN 
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install adequate attic ventilation. All flashing I DATE: I 
around windows and doors, roof flashing, 
sidewall flashing, eave and other required I 3128125 I 
flashing systems shall be installed as per LAS o u R c E RE s I D E N C E t=jCALE: code to prevent moisture penetration. 
Coastal Classics Home Design, LLC. is not 
liable for any errors once construction has I I 
begun. SHEET: 

~----------------------------~[2] : 
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To whom it may concern: 

We purchased our property at SO Fels Avenue in 2017 with the intent to build. The house was in such 

poor shape that we almost did not even consider visiting the property because the pictures were so 

terrible. We took a chance and decided to visit the property and upon seeing the live oak, the proximity 

to the bay and room for a garden we made an offer to purchase the property. Our intention from the 

beginning was to build a coastal cottage home with a modest footprint to preserve our great outdoor 

space while preserving the 80+ year old live oak. 

We are in an area that has a lot of foot traffic and frequently observe people stopping directly in front of 

our property to admire the massive live oak that hangs over the property. We did the same thing upon 

our initial visit to SO Fels. It is a magnificent tree that has many more years to mature and should be 

preserved. Moving the house up 2-3 feet from where it currently sits and keeping our current set back 

on the east side (where our house sits now) would allow for that. Even with moving the house forward 

it will still be set back further than several other houses on our street including the S houses that are 

west of us. With the new house remaining near where the current house is on the east side it will give 

our neighbor to the west more privacy than if we had to center the house and move it closer to her lot. 

Almost all of the houses on our side of the street are offset to the left with driveways on the right. 

Maintaining our left offset will allow us to keep our current level of privacy while maintaining the look of 

our street. We enjoy teaching our daughter how to garden and having space for friends and family to 

enjoy in our backyard so do not want to take up our entire property with a house which we would have 

to do otherwise. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Jason and Sarah LaSource 
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